
The Living World: Ecosystems
UNIT

1

Required Course Content 

SUGGESTED SKILL

Concept Explanation

1.B

Explain environmental 
FRQFHSWV�DQG�SURFHVVHV�

AVAILABLE RESOURCES
� &ODVVURRP�5HVRXUFH{!�

AP Environmental 
Science Teacher’s 
Guide

� ([WHUQDO�5HVRXUFH{!�
Environmental 
Literacy Council’s AP 
Environmental Science 
Course Material

 � 7KH�([DP�!�Chief 
Reader Report 

� 7KH�([DP�!�Student 
Performance Q&A 
2015, Q1

� 7KH�([DP{!�6DPSOHV�
DQG�&RPPHQWDU\��2017 
Q1, 2015, Q1)

TOPIC 1.3

Aquatic  
Biomes

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
ERT-1.C 

Describe the global 
distribution and principal 
environmental aspects of 
DTXDWLF�ELRPHV�

ESSENTIAL KNOWLEDGE
ERT-1.C.1 

)UHVKZDWHU�ELRPHV�LQFOXGH�VWUHDPV��ULYHUV��
SRQGV��DQG�ODNHV��7KHVH�IUHVKZDWHU�ELRPHV�DUH�
D�YLWDO�UHVRXUFH�IRU�GULQNLQJ�ZDWHU�
ERT-1.C.2 

Marine biomes include oceans, coral reefs, 
PDUVKODQG��DQG�HVWXDULHV��$OJDH�LQ�PDULQH�
biomes supply a large portion of the Earth’s 
oxygen, and also take in carbon dioxide from 
WKH�DWPRVSKHUH�
ERT-1.C.3 

The global distribution of nonmineral marine 
QDWXUDO�UHVRXUFHV��VXFK�DV�GLƬHUHQW�W\SHV�RI�
ƮVK��YDULHV�EHFDXVH�RI�VRPH�FRPELQDWLRQ�
RI{VDOLQLW\��GHSWK��WXUELGLW\��QXWULHQW�
DYDLODELOLW\�{DQG�WHPSHUDWXUH�

ENDURING UNDERSTANDING
ERT-1

(FRV\VWHPV�DUH�WKH�UHVXOW�RI�ELRWLF�DQG�DELRWLF�LQWHUDFWLRQV�
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