UNIT )

1

The Living World: Ecosystems

SUGGESTED SKILL
2&\ Concept Explanation

Explain environmental
concepts and processes.

E

TOPIC 1.3

Aquatic
Biomes

AVAILABLE RESOURCES

Classroom Resource >
AP Environmental
Science Teacher's
Guide

External Resource >
Environmental
Literacy Council's AP
Environmental Science
Course Material

The Exam > Chief
Reader Report
2017, Q1

The Exam > Student
Performance Q&A
2015, Q1

The Exam > Samples
and Commentary (2017
Q1,2015,Q1)

Required Course Content

ENDURING UNDERSTANDING

Ecosystems are the result of biotic and abiotic interactions.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE

ERT-1.C
Describe the global

distribution and principal
environmental aspects of

aquatic biomes.

AP Environmental Science Course and Exam Description

ESSENTIAL KNOWLEDGE

ERT-1.C.1
Freshwater biomes include streams, rivers,

ponds, and lakes. These freshwater biomes are

a vital resource for drinking water.

ERT-1.C.2

Marine biomes include oceans, coral reefs,
marshland, and estuaries. Algae in marine
biomes supply a large portion of the Earth's
oxygen, and also take in carbon dioxide from
the atmosphere.

ERT-1.C.3

The global distribution of nonmineral marine
natural resources, such as different types of
fish, varies because of some combination
of salinity, depth, turbidity, nutrient
availability, and temperature.

Course Framework V.1
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