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UNIT

9

TOPIC 9.6

Ocean  
Warming

SUGGESTED SKILL

Environmental 
Solutions

7.A

Describe environmental 
SUREOHPV�

AVAILABLE RESOURCES 
 � Classroom Resource >  

AP Environmental 

Science Teacher’s 

Guide

 � External Resource >  
Environmental 

Literacy Council’s AP 

Environmental Science 

Course Material

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
STB-4.G

Explain the causes and 
HƬHFWV�RI�RFHDQ�ZDUPLQJ�

ENDURING UNDERSTANDING
STB-4

/RFDO�DQG�UHJLRQDO�KXPDQ�DFWLYLWLHV�FDQ�KDYH�LPSDFWV�DW�WKH�JOREDO�OHYHO�

ESSENTIAL KNOWLEDGE
STB-4.G.1

Ocean warming is caused by the increase in 
JUHHQKRXVH�JDVHV�LQ�WKH�DWPRVSKHUH�
STB-4.G.2

2FHDQ�ZDUPLQJ�FDQ�DƬHFW�PDULQH�VSHFLHV�LQ�D�
variety of ways, including loss of habitat, and 
PHWDEROLF�DQG�UHSURGXFWLYH�FKDQJHV�
STB-4.G.3

Ocean warming is causing coral bleaching, 
which occurs when the loss of algae within 
FRUDOV�FDXVH�WKH�FRUDOV�WR�EOHDFK�ZKLWH��6RPH�
FRUDOV�UHFRYHU�DQG�VRPH�GLH�
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