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9

ENDURING UNDERSTANDING
STB-4

/RFDO�DQG�UHJLRQDO�KXPDQ�DFWLYLWLHV�FDQ�KDYH�LPSDFWV�DW�WKH�JOREDO�OHYHO�

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
STB-4.E

Identify the threats to human 
health and the environment 
posed by an increase in 
JUHHQKRXVH�JDVHV�

ESSENTIAL KNOWLEDGE
STB-4.E.1

Global climate change, caused by excess 
greenhouse gases in the atmosphere, can 
lead to a variety of environmental problems 
including rising sea levels resulting from 
melting ice sheets and ocean water expansion, 
and disease vectors spreading from the 
WURSLFV�WRZDUG�WKH�SROHV��7KHVH�SUREOHPV�FDQ�
lead to changes in population dynamics and 
SRSXODWLRQ�PRYHPHQWV�LQ�UHVSRQVH�

SUGGESTED SKILL

Visual 
Representations 

2.C

Explain how environmental 
concepts and processes 
represented visually relate 
to broader environmental 
LVVXHV��

AVAILABLE RESOURCES
 � Classroom Resource >  

AP Environmental 

Science Teacher’s 

Guide

 � External Resource >  
Environmental 

Literacy Council’s AP 

Environmental Science 

Course Material

 � External Source >  
GLOBE for the 

Environmental Science 

Classroom

TOPIC 9.4

Increases in the 
Greenhouse Gases

&RXUVH�)UDPHZRUN̝9��̞|̞185AP Environmental Science Course and Exam Description

00762-121-CED-Environmental-Science_Unit 9.indd   185 3/7/19   6:33 AM

Required Course Content 
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