
Aquatic and Terrestrial Pollution
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TOPIC 8.5

Eutrophication

ENDURING UNDERSTANDING
STB-3

Human activities, including the use of resources, have physical, chemical, and 
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LEARNING OBJECTIVE
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fertilizers and detergents on 
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ESSENTIAL KNOWLEDGE
STB-3.F.1 

Eutrophication occurs when a body of water is 
HQULFKHG�LQ�QXWULHQWV�
STB-3.F.2 

The increase in nutrients in eutrophic aquatic 
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algal bloom dies, microbes digest the algae, along 
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WKDW�DUH�ORZ�LQ�GLVVROYHG�R[\JHQ�
STB-3.F.4 

Compared to eutrophic waterways, 
oligotrophic waterways have very low amounts 
of nutrients, stable algae populations, and high 
GLVVROYHG�R[\JHQ�
STB-3.F.5 

Anthropogenic causes of eutrophication are 
DJULFXOWXUDO�UXQRƬ�DQG�ZDVWHZDWHU�UHOHDVH�

00762-121-CED-Environmental-Science_Unit 8.indd   162 3/7/19   6:33 AM

5HWXUQ�WR�7DEOH�RI�&RQWHQWV
© 2019 College Board

AP Environmental Science Course and Exam Description &RXUVH�)UDPHZRUN̝9��̞|̞162


