
Aquatic and Terrestrial Pollution
UNIT

8

Required Course Content 

TOPIC 8.4

Human Impacts 
on Wetlands and 
Mangroves

SUGGESTED SKILL

Environmental 
Solutions

7.B

Describe potential 
responses or approaches to 
HQYLURQPHQWDO�SUREOHPV�

AVAILABLE RESOURCES
 � &ODVVURRP�5HVRXUFH{!�

AP Environmental 
Science Teacher’s 
Guide

 � ([WHUQDO�5HVRXUFH{!�
Environmental 
Literacy Council’s AP 
Environmental Science 
Course Material

 � 7KH�([DP�!�Student 
Performance Q&A 
2015, Q1

 � 7KH�([DP{!�Samples 
and Commentary 
2015, Q1

 � &ODVVURRP�5HVRXUFH{!�
Quantitative Skills in 
the AP Sciences (2018)

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
STB-3.E 

Describe the impacts of 
human activity on wetlands 
DQG�PDQJURYHV�

ESSENTIAL KNOWLEDGE
STB-3.E.1 

Wetlands are areas where water covers the soil, 
HLWKHU�SDUW�RU�DOO�RI�WKH�WLPH�
STB-3.E.2 

Wetlands provide a variety of ecological 
VHUYLFHV��LQFOXGLQJ�ZDWHU�SXULƮFDWLRQ��ưRRG�
SURWHFWLRQ��ZDWHU�ƮOWUDWLRQ��DQG�KDELWDW�
STB-3.E.3 

Threats to wetlands and mangroves include 
commercial development, dam construction, 
RYHUƮVKLQJ��DQG�SROOXWDQWV�IURP�DJULFXOWXUH�DQG�
LQGXVWULDO�ZDVWH�

ENDURING UNDERSTANDING
STB-3

Human activities, including the use of resources, have physical, chemical, and 
ELRORJLFDO�FRQVHTXHQFHV�IRU�HFRV\VWHPV�
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