
Atmospheric Pollution
UNIT

7

ENDURING UNDERSTANDING
STB-2

+XPDQ�DFWLYLWLHV�KDYH�SK\VLFDO��FKHPLFDO��DQG�ELRORJLFDO�FRQVHTXHQFHV�IRU�WKH�
DWPRVSKHUH�

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
STB-2.J 

Describe human activities 
that result in noise pollution 
DQG�LWV�HƬHFWV�

ESSENTIAL KNOWLEDGE
STB-2.J.1 

Noise pollution is sound at levels high enough 
WR�FDXVH�SK\VLRORJLFDO�VWUHVV�DQG�KHDULQJ�ORVV�
STB-2.J.2 

Sources of noise pollution in urban areas 
include transportation, construction, and 
GRPHVWLF�DQG�LQGXVWULDO�DFWLYLW\�
STB-2.J.3 

6RPH�HƬHFWV�RI�QRLVH�SROOXWLRQ�RQ�DQLPDOV�LQ�
HFRORJLFDO�V\VWHPV�LQFOXGH�VWUHVV��WKH�PDVNLQJ�
of sounds used to communicate or hunt, 
damaged hearing, and causing changes to 
PLJUDWRU\�URXWHV�

TOPIC 7.8

Noise  
Pollution

SUGGESTED SKILL

7H[W�$QDO\VLV

3.C

Describe the author’s 
UHDVRQLQJ��XVH�RI�HYLGHQFH�
WR�VXSSRUW�D�FODLP��

AVAILABLE RESOURCES
 � Classroom Resource >  

AP Environmental 
Science Teacher’s 
Guide
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Required Course Content 
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