
Atmospheric Pollution
UNIT

7

ENDURING UNDERSTANDING
STB-2

+XPDQ�DFWLYLWLHV�KDYH�SK\VLFDO��FKHPLFDO��DQG�ELRORJLFDO�FRQVHTXHQFHV�IRU�WKH�
DWPRVSKHUH�

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
STB-2.E 

,GHQWLI\�LQGRRU�DLU�SROOXWDQWV�

ESSENTIAL KNOWLEDGE
STB-2.E.1 

Carbon monoxide is an indoor air pollutant that 
LV�FODVVLƮHG�DV�DQ�DVSK\[LDQW�
STB-2.E.2 

,QGRRU�DLU�SROOXWDQWV�WKDW�DUH�FODVVLƮHG�DV�
SDUWLFXODWHV�LQFOXGH�DVEHVWRV��GXVW��DQG�VPRNH�
STB-2.E.3 

Indoor air pollutants can come from natural 
sources, human-made sources, and 
FRPEXVWLRQ�
STB-2.E.4 

Common natural source indoor air pollutants 
LQFOXGH�UDGRQ��PROG��DQG�GXVW�
STB-2.E.5 

Common human-made indoor air pollutants 
LQFOXGH�LQVXODWLRQ��9RODWLOH�2UJDQLF�&RPSRXQGV�
�92&V��IURP�IXUQLWXUH��SDQHOLQJ�DQG�FDUSHWV��
IRUPDOGHK\GH�IURP�EXLOGLQJ�PDWHULDOV��IXUQLWXUH��
XSKROVWHU\��DQG�FDUSHWLQJ��DQG�OHDG�IURP�SDLQWV�
STB-2.E.6 

Common combustion air pollutants include 
carbon monoxide, nitrogen oxides, sulfur 
GLR[LGH��SDUWLFXODWHV��DQG�WREDFFR�VPRNH�

TOPIC 7.5

Indoor Air  
Pollutants

SUGGESTED SKILL

'DWD�$QDO\VLV�

5.C

Explain patterns and trends 
LQ�GDWD�WR�GUDZ�FRQFOXVLRQV�

AVAILABLE RESOURCES
 � Classroom Resource >  

AP Environmental 
Science Teacher’s 
Guide

 � The Exam > Chief 
Reader Report 2018, Q1

 � The Exam > Student 
3HUIRUPDQFH�4	$�
�2016, Q3, )

 � The Exam > Samples 
DQG�&RPPHQWDU\��2018, 
Q1, 2016, Q3, 2014, Q1)

continued on next page
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Atmospheric Pollution
UNIT

7

ESSENTIAL KNOWLEDGE
STB-2.E.7 

5DGRQ�����LV�D�QDWXUDOO\�RFFXUULQJ�UDGLRDFWLYH�
JDV�WKDW�LV�SURGXFHG�E\�WKH�GHFD\�RI�XUDQLXP�
IRXQG�LQ�VRPH�URFNV�DQG�VRLOV�

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
STB-2.E 

,GHQWLI\�LQGRRU�DLU�SROOXWDQWV�

STB-2.F

'HVFULEH�WKH�HƬHFWV�RI�
LQGRRU�DLU�SROOXWDQWV�

STB-2.F.1

5DGRQ�JDV�FDQ�LQƮOWUDWH�KRPHV�DV�LW�PRYHV�
up through the soil and enters homes via the 
EDVHPHQW�RU�FUDFNV�LQ�WKH�ZDOOV�RU�IRXQGDWLRQ��
It is also dissolved in groundwater that enters 
KRPHV�WKURXJK�D�ZHOO�
STB-2.F.2

Exposure to radon gas can lead to radon-
induced lung cancer, which is the second 
OHDGLQJ�FDXVH�RI�OXQJ�FDQFHU�LQ�$PHULFD�
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