
Atmospheric Pollution

ENDURING UNDERSTANDING
STB-2 

+XPDQ�DFWLYLWLHV�KDYH�SK\VLFDO��FKHPLFDO��DQG�ELRORJLFDO�FRQVHTXHQFHV�IRU�WKH�
DWPRVSKHUH�

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
STB-2.C 

Describe thermal inversion 
and its relationship with 
SROOXWLRQ�

ESSENTIAL KNOWLEDGE
STB-2.C.1 

During a thermal inversion, the normal 
temperature gradient in the atmosphere is 
altered as the air temperature at the Earth’s 
VXUIDFH�LV�FRROHU�WKDQ�WKH�DLU�DW�KLJKHU�DOWLWXGHV�
STB-2.C.2 

Thermal inversion traps pollution close to the 
JURXQG��HVSHFLDOO\�VPRJ�DQG�SDUWLFXODWHV�

TOPIC 7.3

Thermal  
Inversion

SUGGESTED SKILL

9LVXDO�
Representations

2.C

Explain how environmental 
concepts and processes 
UHSUHVHQWHG�YLVXDOO\�UHODWH�
to broader environmental 
LVVXHV�

AVAILABLE RESOURCES
� Classroom Resource >

AP Environmental 
Science Teacher’s 
Guide
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