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Land and Water Use
UNIT

5

ENDURING UNDERSTANDING
EIN-2

:KHQ�KXPDQV�XVH�QDWXUDO�UHVRXUFHV��WKH\�DOWHU�QDWXUDO�V\VWHPV�

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
EIN-2.A 

Explain the concept of the 
WUDJHG\�RI�WKH�FRPPRQV�

ESSENTIAL KNOWLEDGE
EIN-2.A.1 

The tragedy of the commons suggests that 
individuals will use shared resources in their 
own self-interest rather than in keeping 
ZLWK{WKH�FRPPRQ�JRRG��WKHUHE\�GHSOHWLQJ�
WKH{UHVRXUFHV�

Required Course Content 

TOPIC 5.1

The Tragedy
of the Commons

  
SUGGESTED SKILL

Concept Explanation

1.B

Explain environmental 
FRQFHSWV�DQG�SURFHVVHV�

AVAILABLE RESOURCES
 � External Resource >  

Environmental 
Literacy Council’s AP 
Environmental Science 
Course Material

95
5HWXUQ�WR�7DEOH�RI�&RQWHQWV
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