
Earth Systems and Resources
UNIT

4

ENDURING UNDERSTANDING
ENG-2

Most of the Earth’s atmospheric processes are driven by input of energy from 
WKH{VXQ�

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
ENG-2.C

Describe the environmental 
FKDQJHV�DQG�HƬHFWV�WKDW�
result from El Niño or La Niña 
events (El Niño–Southern 
2VFLOODWLRQ��

ESSENTIAL KNOWLEDGE
ENG-2.C.1

El Niño and La Niña are phenomena associated 
with changing ocean surface temperatures 
LQ�WKH�3DFLƮF�2FHDQ��7KHVH�SKHQRPHQD�FDQ�
cause global changes to rainfall, wind, and 
RFHDQ�FLUFXODWLRQ�SDWWHUQV�
ENG-2.C.2

(O�1LÎR�DQG�/D�1LÎD�DUH�LQưXHQFHG�E\�
geological and geographic factors and can 
DƬHFW�GLƬHUHQW�ORFDWLRQV�LQ�GLƬHUHQW�ZD\V�

TOPIC 4.9

El Niño  
and La Niña

SUGGESTED SKILL

Environmental 
Solutions

7.A

Describe environmental 
SUREOHPV�

AVAILABLE RESOURCES 
� &ODVVURRP�5HVRXUFH{!�

AP Environmental 
Science Teacher’s 
Guide

� &ODVVURRP�5HVRXUFH{!�
Introductory Concepts 
for Understanding 
Climate
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Required Course Content 

5HWXUQ�WR�7DEOH�RI�&RQWHQWV
© 2019 College Board

AP Environmental Science Course and Exam Description &RXUVH�)UDPHZRUN̝9��̞|̞88


