
Earth Systems and Resources
UNIT

4

Required Course Content 

ENDURING UNDERSTANDING
ENG-2

Most of the Earth’s atmospheric processes are driven by input of energy from 
WKH{VXQ�

TOPIC 4.8

Earth’s Geography  
and Climate

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
ENG-2.B

Describe how the Earth’s 
JHRJUDSK\�DƬHFWV�ZHDWKHU�
DQG�FOLPDWH�

SUGGESTED SKILL

Visual 
Representations 

2.B

Explain relationships 
between different 
characteristics of 
environmental concepts, 
processes, or models 
represented visually:
� In theoretical contexts
� In applied contexts

AVAILABLE RESOURCES 
 � &ODVVURRP�5HVRXUFH{!�

AP Environmental 
Science Teacher’s 
Guide

� &ODVVURRP�5HVRXUFH{!�
Introductory Concepts 
for Understanding 
Climate

� 7KH�([DP�!�Chief 
Reader Report, 2017 Q3

� 7KH�([DP�!�Student 
Performance Q&A 
2016, Q1 & Q4

� 7KH�([DP{!�6DPSOHV�
and Commentary (2017 
Q3, 2016, Q1, 2016, Q4)

ESSENTIAL KNOWLEDGE
ENG-2.B.1

:HDWKHU�DQG�FOLPDWH�DUH�DƬHFWHG�QRW�RQO\�
by the sun’s energy but by geologic and 
geographic factors, such as mountains and 
RFHDQ�WHPSHUDWXUH�
ENG-2.B.2

A rain shadow is a region of land that has 
become drier because a higher elevation area 
EORFNV�SUHFLSLWDWLRQ�IURP�UHDFKLQJ�WKH�ODQG�

&RXUVH�)UDPHZRUN̝9��̞|̞87
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