
Earth Systems and Resources
UNIT

4

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
ERT-4.E

Explain how environmental 
factors can result in 
DWPRVSKHULF�FLUFXODWLRQ�

ENDURING UNDERSTANDING
ERT-4

(DUWKoV�V\VWHPV�LQWHUDFW��UHVXOWLQJ�LQ�D�VWDWH�RI�EDODQFH�RYHU�WLPH�

TOPIC 4.5

Global  
Wind Patterns

SUGGESTED SKILL

Visual 
Representations 

2.B

Explain relationships 
between different 
characteristics of 
environmental concepts, 
processes, or models 
represented visually:
� In theoretical contexts
� In applied contexts

AVAILABLE RESOURCES 
� &ODVVURRP�5HVRXUFH{!�

“Weather or Not”: AP 
Environmental Science 
and the Atmosphere

� &ODVVURRP�5HVRXUFH{!�
Introductory Concepts 
for Understanding 
Climate

� 7KH�([DP�!�Chief 
Reader Report 2018, Q2

� 7KH�([DP�!�Samples 
and Commentary 

ESSENTIAL KNOWLEDGE
ERT-4.E.1

Global wind patterns primarily result from the 
most intense solar radiation arriving at the 
HTXDWRU��UHVXOWLQJ�LQ�GHQVLW\�GLƬHUHQFHV�DQG�
WKH�&RULROLV�HƬHFW�

Required Course Content 
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