
Earth Systems and Resources
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ENDURING UNDERSTANDING
ERT-4

(DUWKoV�V\VWHPV�LQWHUDFW��UHVXOWLQJ�LQ�D�VWDWH�RI�EDODQFH�RYHU�WLPH��

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
ERT-4.D

Describe the structure and 
composition of the Earth’s 
DWPRVSKHUH�

ESSENTIAL KNOWLEDGE
ERT-4.D.1

The atmosphere is made up of major gases, 
HDFK�ZLWK�LWV�RZQ�UHODWLYH�DEXQGDQFH�
ERT-4.D.2

The layers of the atmosphere are based 
on temperature gradients and include the 
troposphere, stratosphere, mesosphere, 
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SUGGESTED SKILL

Visual 
Representations 

2.A

Describe characteristics 
of an environmental 
concept, process, or model 
UHSUHVHQWHG�YLVXDOO\�

AVAILABLE RESOURCES
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“Weather or Not”: AP 
Environmental Science 
and the Atmosphere
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Introductory Concepts 
for Understanding 
Climate
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Reader Report  
2018, Q4

� 7KH�([DP{!�Samples 
and Commentary 
2018, Q4

TOPIC 4.4

Earth’s  
Atmosphere
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Required Course Content 

AP Environmental Science Course and Exam Description
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