
LEARNING OBJECTIVE
ERT-3.D

'HVFULEH�FDUU\LQJ�FDSDFLW\�

ESSENTIAL KNOWLEDGE
ERT-3.D.1 

When a population exceeds its carrying capacity 
�FDUU\LQJ�FDSDFLW\�FDQ�EH�GHQRWHG�DV�.��� 
RYHUVKRRW�RFFXUV��7KHUH�DUH�HQYLURQPHQWDO�
impacts of population overshoot, including 
UHVRXUFH�GHSOHWLRQ�

ENDURING UNDERSTANDING
ERT-3

3RSXODWLRQV�FKDQJH�RYHU�WLPH�LQ�UHDFWLRQ�WR�D�YDULHW\�RI�IDFWRUV�

Populations
UNIT

3

Required Course Content 

SUGGESTED SKILL

Data Analysis 

5.E

Explain what the data 
implies or illustrates about 
HQYLURQPHQWDO�LVVXHV�

AVAILABLE RESOURCES
� Classroom Resource >  

AP Environmental 
Science Teacher’s 
Guide

TOPIC 3.4

Carrying  
Capacity

ERT-3.E 

Describe the impact of 
carrying capacity on 
HFRV\VWHPV�

ERT-3.E.1 

$�PDMRU�HFRORJLFDO�HƬHFW�RI�SRSXODWLRQ�
overshoot is dieback of the population (often 
VHYHUH�WR�FDWDVWURSKLF��EHFDXVH�WKH�ODFN�RI�
available resources leads to famine, disease, 
DQG�RU�FRQưLFW�
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