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Required Course Content 

TOPIC 3.3

Survivorship  
Curves

SUGGESTED SKILL

Data Analysis 

5.C

Explain patterns and trends 
LQ�GDWD�WR�GUDZ�FRQFOXVLRQV�

AVAILABLE RESOURCES
� Classroom Resource >  

AP Environmental 
Science Teacher’s 
Guide

� Classroom Resource >  
Quantitative Skills in 
the AP Sciences (2018)

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
ERT-3.C

([SODLQ�VXUYLYRUVKLS�FXUYHV�

ESSENTIAL KNOWLEDGE
ERT-3.C.1

A survivorship curve is a line that displays the 
relative survival rates of a cohort—a group of 
individuals of the same age—in a population, 
from birth to the maximum age reached by any 
RQH�FRKRUW�PHPEHU��7KHUH�DUH�7\SH�,��7\SH�,,��
DQG�7\SH�,,,�FXUYHV�
ERT-3.C.2 

6XUYLYRUVKLS�FXUYHV�GLƬHU�IRU�.�VHOHFWHG�DQG�
U�VHOHFWHG�VSHFLHV��ZLWK�.�VHOHFWHG�VSHFLHV�
typically following a Type I or Type II curve and 
U�VHOHFWHG�VSHFLHV�IROORZLQJ�D�7\SH�,,,�FXUYH�

ENDURING UNDERSTANDING
ERT-3
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