
The Living World: Biodiversity
UNIT

2

TOPIC 2.5

Natural  
Disruptions  
to Ecosystems

SUGGESTED SKILL

Data Analysis 

Required Course Content 

5.A

Describe patterns or trends 
LQ�GDWD�

AVAILABLE RESOURCES 
� &ODVVURRP�5HVRXUFH{!�

AP Environmental 
Science Teacher’s 
Guide

 � &ODVVURRP�5HVRXUFH{!�
Quantitative Skills in 
the AP Sciences (2018)

 � ([WHUQDO�5HVRXUFH{!�
Environmental 
Literacy Council’s AP 
Environmental Science 
Course Material

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
ERT-2.G 

Explain how natural 
GLVUXSWLRQV��ERWK�VKRUW��
DQG�ORQJ�WHUP��LPSDFW�DQ�
HFRV\VWHP�

ESSENTIAL KNOWLEDGE
ERT-2.G.1 

Natural disruptions to ecosystems have 
environmental consequences that may, for a 
given occurrence, be as great as, or greater 
WKDQ��PDQ\�KXPDQ�PDGH�GLVUXSWLRQV�
ERT-2.G.2 

Earth system processes operate on a range 
RI�VFDOHV�LQ�WHUPV�RI�WLPH��3URFHVVHV�FDQ�EH�
SHULRGLF��HSLVRGLF��RU�UDQGRP�
ERT-2.G.3 

Earth’s climate has changed over geological 
WLPH�IRU�PDQ\�UHDVRQV�
ERT-2.G.4 

6HD�OHYHO�KDV�YDULHG�VLJQLƮFDQWO\�DV�D�UHVXOW�RI�
changes in the amount of glacial ice on Earth 
RYHU�JHRORJLFDO�WLPH�
ERT-2.G.5 

Major environmental change or upheaval 
commonly results in large swathes of 
KDELWDW{FKDQJHV�
ERT-2.G.6 

:LOGOLIH�HQJDJHV�LQ�ERWK�VKRUW��DQG�ORQJ�WHUP�
migration for a variety of reasons, including 
QDWXUDO�GLVUXSWLRQV�

ENDURING UNDERSTANDING
ERT-2

(FRV\VWHPV�KDYH�VWUXFWXUH�DQG�GLYHUVLW\�WKDW�FKDQJH�RYHU�WLPH�
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