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Required Course Content 

SUGGESTED SKILL

Concept Explanation

1.A

Describe environmental 
FRQFHSWV�DQG�SURFHVVHV�

AVAILABLE RESOURCES
� &ODVVURRP�5HVRXUFH{!�

AP Environmental 
Science Teacher’s 
Guide

� 7KH�([DP�!�&KLHI�
Reader Report (2018, 
Q1, 2017, Q1)

� 7KH�([DP�!�Student 
Performance Q&A 
2016, Q1

� 7KH�([DP{!�6DPSOHV�
and Commentary (2018, 
Q1, 2017, Q1, 2016, Q1)

� &ODVVURRP�5HVRXUFH{!�
Quantitative Skills in 
the AP Sciences (2018)

TOPIC 2.3

Island  
Biogeography

ENDURING UNDERSTANDING
ERT-2

(FRV\VWHPV�KDYH�VWUXFWXUH�DQG�GLYHUVLW\�WKDW�FKDQJH�RYHU�WLPH�

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
ERT-2.D 

'HVFULEH�LVODQG�ELRJHRJUDSK\�

ERT-2.E 

Describe the role of island 
ELRJHRJUDSK\�LQ�HYROXWLRQ�

ESSENTIAL KNOWLEDGE
ERT-2.D.1 

Island biogeography is the study of the 
ecological relationships and distribution of 
organisms on islands, and of these organisms’ 
FRPPXQLW\�VWUXFWXUHV�
ERT-2.D.2 

Islands have been colonized in the past by new 
VSHFLHV�DUULYLQJ�IURP�HOVHZKHUH�

ERT-2.E.1 

Many island species have evolved to be 
specialists versus generalists because of the 
limited resources, such as food and territory, 
RQ�PRVW�LVODQGV��7KH�ORQJ�WHUP�VXUYLYDO�RI�
specialists may be jeopardized if and when 
invasive species, typically generalists, are 
LQWURGXFHG�DQG�RXWFRPSHWH�WKH�VSHFLDOLVWV�
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