
The Living World: Ecosystems
UNIT

1

Required Course Content 

TOPIC 1.1

Introduction to 
Ecosystems

SUGGESTED SKILL

Concept Explanation

1.A

Describe environmental 
FRQFHSWV�DQG�SURFHVVHV�

AVAILABLE RESOURCES
 � &ODVVURRP�5HVRXUFH{!� 

AP Environmental 
Science Teacher’s 
Guide

� ([WHUQDO�5HVRXUFH{!�
Environmental 
Literacy Council’s AP 
Environmental Science 
Course Material

 7KH�([DP�!� �&KLHI�
5HDGHU�5HSRUW��2018, 
Q2, 2017, Q1)

� 7KH�([DP{!�6DPSOHV�
DQG�&RPPHQWDU\��2018, 
Q2, 2017, Q1)

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
ERT-1.A 

Explain how the availability 
RI�UHVRXUFHV�LQưXHQFHV�
VSHFLHV{LQWHUDFWLRQV�

ESSENTIAL KNOWLEDGE
ERT-1.A.1 

In a predator-prey relationship, the predator 
is an organism that eats another organism 
�WKH{SUH\��
ERT-1.A.2 

Symbiosis is a close and long-term interaction 
EHWZHHQ�WZR�VSHFLHV�LQ�DQ�HFRV\VWHP��
Types of symbiosis include mutualism, 
FRPPHQVDOLVP��DQG�SDUDVLWLVP�
ERT-1.A.3 

Competition can occur within or between 
species in an ecosystem where there are 
OLPLWHG�UHVRXUFHV��5HVRXUFH�SDUWLWLRQLQJt
XVLQJ�WKH�UHVRXUFHV�LQ�GLƬHUHQW�ZD\V��SODFHV��
RU�DW�GLƬHUHQW�WLPHVtFDQ�UHGXFH�WKH�QHJDWLYH�
LPSDFW�RI�FRPSHWLWLRQ�RQ�VXUYLYDO�

ENDURING UNDERSTANDING
ERT-1

(FRV\VWHPV�DUH�WKH�UHVXOW�RI�ELRWLF�DQG�DELRWLF�LQWHUDFWLRQV�
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